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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

In August 2024, a Lemhi County Sheriff's Office deputy began investigating allegations of lewd and
lascivious conduct involving a minor under the age of 16. The reported incident had occurred earlier in

the Elk Bend area and involved William R. Wegner Sr.

Over the course of the nearly two-year investigation and subsequent criminal case, investigators
identified additional alleged criminal acts dating from the 1990s through 2023. As a result of the
investigation, Wegner was charged with four counts of violating Idaho Code § 18-1508, Lewd Conduct
with a Minor Child Under Sixteen. The charges stemmed from incidents involving four separate victims
and spanned from the early 2000s through 2023.

Wegner ultimately entered an Alford plea to two of the four charges. On June 30, 2026, District Judge
Michael Whyte sentenced Wegner to the custody of the Idaho Department of Correction for a unified
term of 40 years, consisting of 20 years fixed followed by 20 years indeterminate.

The Lemhi County Sheriff's Office would like to thank the Fremont County Sheriff's Office, the
Fremont County Prosecutor's Office, and the Lemhi County Prosecutor's Office for their assistance and
collaboration throughout this investigation and prosecution.

We also wish to recognize the courage and resilience demonstrated by the victims throughout the
investigation and criminal proceedings. Their willingness to come forward and participate in the judicial
process was instrumental in bringing this case to its conclusion.



