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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Ririe, ID Accident Number: WPR25FA100
Date & Time: February 20, 2025, 16:40 Local Registration: N118LG

. . BELL HELICOPTER TEXTRON S .
Aircraft: CANADA 505 Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On February 20, 2025, about 1640 mountain standard time, a Bell Helicopter Textron Canada
505, N118LG, was substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Ririe, Idaho.
The pilot was fatally injured, and the passenger was seriously injured. The helicopter was
operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

According to the passenger, he and the pilot departed Rexburg-Madison County Airport (RXE),
Rexburg, Idaho, and intended to overfly the Ririe Reservoir area to video a large herd of elk. The
passenger was seated in a rear seat and secured by a harness, while the pilot occupied the
front right seat. The passenger stated that neither he nor the pilot saw the power distribution
lines (power lines) that spanned across the frozen lake until the helicopter was immediately in
front of the power lines. The pilot attempted to “dive underneath” the power lines, however, the
main rotor blades struck the power lines, and the helicopter subsequently impacted the frozen
reservoir. The passenger stated that he exited unassisted, and that the engine was still running
after the accident before it shut down on its own.

A witness, who was located near the reservoir reported that he was watching two helicopters,
a white one and a black one. He saw the black one travelling from the area near the dam [north
to south]. He lost sight of the black helicopter then heard a “twang sound and a bang.” He
drove his snowmobile to where he could see the black helicopter on the frozen reservoir.

Examination of the accident site revealed that the helicopter came to rest on the frozen lake on
a heading of about 195° magnetic at an elevation of about 5,100 ft mean sea level. All major
components remained attached to the helicopter except for the main rotor blades, which were
widely disbursed around the main wreckage. A set of five power distribution lines (two upper
static lines, and three lower phase lines) were located about 230 ft north of the main
wreckage. The power lines, known as the Swan Valley to Goshen Line, spanned the reservoir in
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an east to west direction and were about 160 ft above ground level. The top two static lines
were equipped with orange visibility marker balls. One of the three lower phase lines was
fractured and was located on the frozen reservoir.

The wreckage was retained for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Aircraft Make: BELL HELICOPTER Registration: N118LG
TEXTRON CANADA

Model/Series: 505 Aircraft Category: Helicopter
Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day
Observation Facility, Elevation: KIDA,4733 ft msl Observation Time: 16:53 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 15 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 1°C /-2°C
Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 12 knots /, 210°
Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 900 ft AGL Visibility: 10 miles
Altimeter Setting: 30.16 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE
Departure Point: Rexburg, ID (RXE) Destination: Grace, ID (Priv)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Passenger Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious Latitude, Longitude: 43.57196,-111.73587

Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Salazar, Fabian

Additional Participating Persons:  Gary Howe; Bell Helicopters; Grand Prairie, TX
Bryan Larimore; Safran Engines; Grand Prarie, TX
Dylan Tiffany; Federal Aviation Administration; Salt Lake City, UT

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
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