House of Representatives

STATE OF IDAHO

CAPITOL BUILDING
P.O. BOX 83720
BOISE, IDAHO 83720 - 0038

January 25,2021

PERSI Board of Trustees
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, 1D 83720-0078

Dear Board of Trustees,

We the undersigned legislators are requesting that the Board carefully reconsider where state employees’
retirement monies are being invested. As Representatives and Senators for hard working Idaho public and
private citizens, it is our duty to raise concerns for public citizens whose retirement monies are being
invested in companies who do not value free speech, regardless of point of view, for all citizens of the
United States.

As you are likely aware, large tech and social platform-based companies including Twitter, Google,
Amazon, Apple, and Facebook have censored free speech and the free exchange of ideas by many groups
and citizens. Currently $661,042,000 of Idahoans PERSI funds have been invested in these platforms. By
investing PERSI monies in these platforms, PERSI Board members make a conscious decision to use
Idaho taxpayer dollars to support the practices of these companies in censoring the political and religious
speech of Idahoans.

We would strongly encourage the Board to divest from these companies. We are confident the Board can
find other companies to invest in that will not pose a compromise to the values of all the members who
contribute their hard-earned monies to PERSI.

Sincerely,
Lt. Governor Janice McGeachin Representative Dorothy Moon, Dist. 8
Representative Ben Adams, Dist. 13 Representative Ron Nate, Dist. 34
Representative Vito Barbieri, Dist. 2 Representative Tammy Nichols, Dist. 11
Representative Judy Boyle, Dist. 9 Representative Doug Okuniewicz, Dist. 2
Representative Greg Chaney, Dist. 10 Representative Heather Scott, Dist. |
Representative Aaron von Ehlinger, Dist. 6 Representative Bruce Skaug, Dist. 12
Representative Rod Furniss, Dist. 35 Representative Charlie Shepherd, Dist. 7
Representative Terry Gestrin, Dist. 8 Representative Tony Wisniewski, Dist. 3
Representative Priscilla Giddings, Dist. 7 Representative John Vander Woude, Dist. 22
Representative Karey Hanks, Dist. 35 Representative Julianne Young, Dist. 31
Representative Mike Kingsley, Dist. 6 Senator Christy Zito, Dist. 23

Representative Ron Mendive, Dist. 3



